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Our Christian Vision: 
Our distinctive Christian vision is to follow Jesus’ example, enabling all members of the school family to live and love fully. We believe God loves us all and we develop understanding of the Christian faith and the teachings of Jesus, helping all to flourish in daily life. Rooted in our core Christian values of Wisdom, Perseverance, Trust, Creativity, Respect and Kindness, we provide a safe and supportive environment where children are encouraged to aim high in their academic, personal and spiritual development. We strive to be a school community where everyone belongs, contributes and is equipped to impact the world beyond, demonstrating kindness and love through their behaviour and attitudes.

Let all that you do be done in love (1 Cor 16:14)
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RE Policy

Vision

Love God, love each other, love learning
Let all that you do be done in love (1 Cor 16:14)


Our distinctive Christian vision is to follow Jesus’ example, enabling all members of the school family to live and love fully. We believe God loves us all and we develop understanding of the Christian faith and the teachings of Jesus, helping all to flourish in daily life. Rooted in our core Christian values of Wisdom, Perseverance, Trust, Creativity, Respect and Kindness, we provide a safe and supportive environment where children are encouraged to aim high in their academic, personal and spiritual development. We strive to be a school community where everyone belongs, contributes and is equipped to impact the world beyond, demonstrating kindness and love through their behaviour and attitudes.

Our School

St Wilfrid’s is friendly village school in a supportive and close-knit community. 
Our strong links with the local parish support us in providing a Jesus-centred school environment in which everyone is freely encouraged to explore and develop their own spirituality, beliefs and values.
We celebrate individuality and diversity as two of our school concepts throughout the curriculum and beyond. As such, we enable children to value each other’s similarities and differences creating a culture of trust and belonging to the St Wilfrid’s family.
In creating a broad and balanced, fully inclusive curriculum it is our desire for children to find joy in their learning journey. We strive to provide fun and creative learning experiences that children will remember and cherish. 


As a Voluntary Aided School, we understand that the management of RE is a distinctive role of the governors and the headteacher.
At St Wilfrid’s the Religious Education provided conforms to the rites, practises and doctrines of the Church of England as laid down in the Trust Deed. Our governing body have adopted the Blackburn Diocese Board of Education Syllabus for the teaching of Religious Education. 
Although RE and Collective worship naturally compliment and enrich one another, they are managed separately.


Time Allocation

At St Wilfrid’s, RE is taught weekly by the class teacher or PPA teacher following the Questful RE syllabus. The amount of curriculum time devoted to RE should be at least 5%. Within that curriculum time for RE, Christianity should occupy a minimum of 70% of the time. Therefore, up to 30% of RE Curriculum time should be devoted to the world faiths listed below:  
EYFS & KS1 : Progressive study of Islam & Buddhism 
KS2 : Progressive study as above with the addition of Judaism 
In EYFS, KS1 & KS2 children may encounter Hinduism, Sikhism and Humanism




RE in our church school lies at the very heart of the curriculum.

The aims of religious education in church schools are :  
· To know about and understand Christianity as a diverse global living faith through the exploration of core beliefs using an approach that critically engages with biblical text.
· To gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and world views appreciating diversity, continuity and change within the religions and worldviews being studied.
· To engage with challenging questions of meaning and purpose raised by human existence and experience. 
· To recognise the concept of religion and its continuing influence on Britain’s cultural heritage and the lives of individuals and societies in different times, cultures and places.
· To explore their own religious, spiritual and philosophical ways of living, believing and thinking.
RE Statement of Entitlement : The Church of England Office 2019


At St Wilfrid’s we are passionate about sharing our Christian vision and values, and the teaching of RE plays a major part in this. We strive to create a safe and nurturing setting for children to share ideas and explore beliefs. 

Our curriculum concepts have shaped RE to support learners in the following ways… 

Identity & Locality : Our distinctive identity as a Christian school, with strong support from our local parish and diocese, has motivated us to provide a Jesus-centred curriculum including encounters with people and places of faith in our area. 

Diversity & Individuality : As a village school with limited cultural diversity, we create opportunities to open the minds of our learners to a richly diverse wider-world where uniqueness is celebrated. 

Sustainability & Responsibility : Taking inspiration from Morecambe Bay Curriculum, our love of God’s creation (both planet and people) empowers us to be change-makers in our community.

We learn about
· God who reveals the truth about himself and humanity through creation, the giving of the law, his action in history and through the prophets;
· God who reveals himself ultimately in Jesus his son, living among us and dying and rising for us;
· God who reveals himself in his Spirit working in the living faith of the Church experienced through scripture, tradition and reason.

We learn from
· an empathetic response to the Christian faith and a critical engagement with it;
· responding personally to the stories and teachings of Jesus Christ;
· examples of Christian living which give priority to the values of unconditional love, forgiveness, reconciliation, justice, compassion and faith. 

We will help pupils to
· learn about all faiths, their beliefs, traditions and practises and from them through encounter and dialogue;
· recognise and respect those of all faiths in their search for God;
· recognise areas of common belief and practise between different faiths;
· enrich and expand their understanding of truth while remaining faithful to their own tradition;
· enrich their own faith through examples of holy living in other traditions.
· reflect theologically and explore the ultimate questions and challenges of life in today’s society;
· reflect critically on the truth claims of Christian belief;
· see how the truth of Christianity is relevant today;
· understand the challenge faced by Christians in today’s pluralist and post-modern society;
· develop the skills to handle the Bible text;
· recognise that faith is based on commitment to a particular way of understanding God and the world;
· begin to develop their own commitments, values and beliefs;
· develop a sense of themselves as unique, precious and significant;
· experience the breadth and variety of the Christian community;
· engage in thoughtful dialogue with all faiths and traditions;
· become active citizens, serving their neighbour;
· find a reason for hope in a troubled world;
· understand how religious faith can sustain believers in difficult circumstances and in the face of opposition.

We will enable
· pupils and teachers to talk openly and freely about their own personal beliefs and practice without fear of ridicule;
· pupils to make excellent and appropriate progress in their knowledge and understanding of Christianity;
· pupils from Christian families to talk openly about their beliefs and values in lessons and to grow in their faith;
· pupils from all faith backgrounds to understand and be encouraged in their faith;
· pupils with no religious background to be given insight into what it means to be a person of faith;
· pupils of all backgrounds to have a safe place to explore the ultimate questions and challenges of life in today’s society.



We believe that ‘every child matters’ and that our RE contributes significantly to the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development of each child.


Christian & British Values

The teaching of RE contributes significantly to the promotion of both British values and Christian values. In particular, we believe respect- as a Christian and British value – is fundamental in preparing our pupils for adult life in a richly diverse society.
As a church school, we (staff, parents and children) decided on 6 Christian values to promote throughout the school year – one each half term. The Christian values are as follows:
Respect, Kindness, Wisdom, Perseverance, Trust and Creativity.

SEN provision

Teachers plan and adapt lessons in accordance with the needs and abilities within their class to include differentiated lessons where appropriate. Unit plans include suggestions for provision to extend and enhance as well as to support learning. 



Resources

Questful RE remains the key resource for planning and teaching with staff having access via individual logins. Resources relating to Christianity and other world religions can be found in the PPA room and a selection of Bibles for various age groups are also located on display in the corridor. Bibles enough for one each are available in both Year 5 and Year 6 classrooms. A selection of picture books is available in Sycamore for the teaching of Philosophy within RE. 
It is the role of the RE coordinator to maintain resources and order items of use where appropriate to enhance the teaching of RE.

Assessment & recordkeeping

Teachers will assess RE in accordance with the assessment and marking policies. Parents will be updated on their child’s progress in RE through termly reports, parents’ evenings and an end-of-year report. The ladder of expectations, (located on Questful RE), is used to assess children’s performance in RE and records are kept on a whole-school tracker. Learning Maps (located on Questful RE) are used to support teachers in assessing understanding as well as evidence in exercise books, floor books and from class discussions.

Parental Rights of Withdrawl

Parents may withdraw their children from Religious Education at St Wilfrid’s as they may in any school. We will ensure that parents are aware that the removal of their child from RE lessons cannot insulate them from the religious life of the school as our school is built upon Christian foundations and principles which permeate the whole of school life.


RE Coordinator : Kerry Stephens

Headteacher : Mark Curwen
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